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Academic career (full-time professor-level positions only) 
 
1993-1998 Associate Professor, subsequently Professor, of Constitutional Law, 

University of Helsinki 

1997-1998 Visitor, University of Toronto, Faculty of Law, Canada (Sabbatical) 

1998-2008 Armfelt Professor of Constitutional and International Law, and Director of 
the Institute for Human Rights, Åbo Akademi University (Finland) 

2008-2020 Professor of International Law and Human Rights, European University 
Institute (Florence) 

 

University education 
 
1982 Master of Law, University of Turku (Finland) 

1987 Licentiate in Laws, University of Turku 

1991 Doctor iuris, University of Helsinki 

 

Externally funded projects and other positions of academic supervision and 
expertise 

 
1997-2000 Leader of a Nordic research project "Welfare State and Constitutionalism in 

the Nordic Countries" (Nordic Council of Ministers) 

2001-2003 Leader of the research project “Rethinking Legal Strategies on Ethnic 
Relations” (Academy of Finland) 

2001-2008  Leader of the Nordic School in Human Rights Research 

2003-2005 Member of a commission established by the Finnish Ministry of Education 
for the further development of PhD training in Finland 

2003-2009 Adjunct Professor (Professor II) in Indigenous Peoples’ Rights, University of 
Tromsö (Norway) 

2004-2007 Leader of the research project “Constitutional Issues of the International 
Community– Hierarchy of Norms in Public International Law” (Academy of 
Finland) 
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2004-2008 Coordinator of Working Group IV on preventive and reactive approaches to 
human rights protection within COST Action A28 (European Science 
Foundation) 

2008-2011 Leader of Work Package 4 on unilateral exceptions to international law 
within the EU 7th Framework Programme project DETECTER (Detection 
Technologies, Terrorism, Ethics and Human Rights) 

2012-2015 Leader of EU 7th Framework Programme project SURVEILLE (Surveillance: 
Ethical Issues, Legal Limitations, and Efficiency) and its Work Packages 1, 4 
and 6 

2012-2015 Leader of the EUI team in EU 7th Framework Programme project SurPRISE 
(Surveillance, Privacy and Security: A large scale participatory assessment 
of criteria and factors determining acceptability and acceptance of 
security technologies in Europe) 

2016-2019 Dean of Graduate Studies (European University Institute) 

 

Journals (as of 2018) 

 

European Journal of Human Rights – Journal européen des droits de l’homme (Larcier 
Group): Scientific Board 

European Journal for Security Research (Springer): Editorial Board 

The International Journal of Human Rights (Routledge/Taylor and Francis Group): 
Editorial Board 

Nordic Journal of Human Rights (Universitatsforlaget, Oslo): Editorial Board 

Nordic Journal of International Law (Martinus Nijhoff Publishers): Advisory Board 

Religion and Human Rights: An International Journal (Martinus Nijhoff Publishers): 
Advisory Board 

European Journal of Legal Studies (EUI): Departmental Advisory Board 

 

Other positions of trust and part-time functions  
 

1982-83, 1989-92, 1992-93 Secretary to three Government Commissions for 
constitutional reform in Finland, including the Bill of Rights Commission 
that drafted current Chapter II of the Finnish Constitution 

1988-2007  Finnish Advisory Board on Human Rights Affairs, member, vice chair, or 
permanent expert 

1997-2004 Member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee, established under 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

1997-2008 Chairperson of the Committee on Human Rights Law and Practice of the 
International Law Association  



2007-2014 First Vice President (2007-2010), subsequently President (2010-2014) and 
President Emeritus (2014-) of the International Association of 
Constitutional Law 

2005-2011 United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism 

2008-2012 Member of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Committee of the International 
Law Association 

2018-2023 Member of the Scientific Committee of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency 
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Juha Lavapuro, Tuomas Ojanen and Martin Scheinin, Rights-based Constitutionalism in 
Finland and the Development of Pluralist Constitutional Review, International Journal of 
Constitutional Law, vol. 9 (2011) pp. 505–531 
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